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§1221.208

the Secretary to act as the Farm Serv-
ice Agency State Committee.

§1221.208 Farm Service Agency State
Executive Director.

Farm Service Agency State Ezxecutive
Director, also referred to as ‘“‘SED,”
means the person within a State who is
appointed by the Secretary to be re-
sponsible for the day-to-day operation
of the FSA State Office, or the person
acting in such capacity.

§1221.209 Public notice.

Public notice means not later than 30
days before the referendum is con-
ducted, the Secretary shall notify the
eligible voters in such manner as deter-
mined by the Secretary, of the voting
period during which voting in the ref-
erendum will occur. The notice shall
explain any registration and voting
procedures established under section
518 of the Act.

§1221.210 Representative period.

Representative period means the pe-
riod designated by the Secretary pursu-
ant to section 518 of the Act.

§1221.211 Voting period.

The term wvoting period means a 4-
week period to be announced by the
Secretary for voting in the referendum.

PROCEDURES

§1221.220 General.

A referendum to determine whether
eligible persons favor the continuance
of this part shall be carried out in ac-
cordance with this subpart.

(a) The referendum will be conducted
at county FSA offices for producers
and through AMS headquarters offices
for importers.

(b) The Secretary shall determine if
at least a majority of those persons
voting favor the continuance of this
part.

§1221.221 Supervision of the process
for conducting referenda.

The Administrator, AMS, shall be re-
sponsible for supervising the process of
permitting persons to vote in a ref-
erendum in accordance with this sub-
part.
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§1221.222 Eligibility.

(a) Any person subject to the assess-
ment who during the representative pe-
riod determined by the Secretary has
engaged in the production or importa-
tion of sorghum is eligible to partici-
pate in the referendum. An eligible per-
son at the time of the referendum and
during the representative period, shall
be entitled to cast only one vote in the
referendum.

(b) Proxy registration. Proxy registra-
tion is not authorized, except that an
officer or employee of a corporate pro-
ducer or importer, or any guardian, ad-
ministrator, executor, or trustee of a
person’s estate, or an authorized rep-
resentative of any eligible producer or
importer entity (other than an indi-
vidual person), such as a corporation or
partnership, may vote on behalf of that
entity. Further, an individual cannot
vote on behalf of another individual
(i.e., spouse, family members,
sharecrop lease, joint tenants, tenants
in common, owners of community
property, a partnership, or a corpora-
tion).

(c) Any individual, who votes on be-
half of any producer or importer enti-
ty, shall certify that he or she is au-
thorized by such entity to take such
action. Upon request of the county
FSA or AMS office, the person voting
may be required to submit adequate
evidence of such authority.

(d) Joint and group interest. A group of
individuals, such as members of a fam-
ily, joint tenants, tenants in common,
a partnership, owners of community
property, or a corporation who engaged
in the production or importation of
sorghum during the representative pe-
riod as a producer or importer entity
shall be entitled to cast only one vote;
provided, however, that any individual
member of a group who is an eligible
person separate from the group may
vote separately.

§1221.223 Time and place of the ref-
erendum.

(a) The opportunity to vote in the
referendum shall be provided during a
4-week period beginning and ending on
a date determined by the Secretary. El-
igible persons shall have the oppor-
tunity to vote following the procedures
established in this subpart during the
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